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in Janasakthi. His column during those days, entitled "Itti Munai" (Spear Point),
testified to his political courage and intellect. Later, owing to differences of opinion
with the party leadership, he became a part time worker. In course of time, by
slow stages, his relations with the Communist Party became fully eroded.
Through his own efforts, Comrade Ramakrishnan became highly proficient in
Tamil. Having taken up the teaching profession, he began to make useful contri-
butions in the literary field. After reaching 45 years of age he not only acquired
a university degree but went on to receive a doctorate. His research work entitled
Kamban and Mihon has brought him well-deserved recognition. I may mention
in this connection that as a young man Ramakrishnan went to study at Banaras
Hindu University but he was arrested before he could take his examinations.
At present comrade Ramakrishnan is teaching English in Madurai.
3The agit-prop unit was a group of Communist intellectuals that functioned
under the direction of the Tamil Nadu provincial committee of the Communist
Party. It had between 13 and 15 members. Reference has already been made to
P. Jeevanandam (Chapter 2, Note 6) and S. Ramakrishnan (Note 2 above).
The other members of the unit were K. Baladandayutham (Balan), eldest son of
Kalahasthi Mudaliar of Poljachi in Coimbatore district. He was drawn into the
national movement at a very young age. While a student in Annamalai University
in 1939 he was widely known and respected by the student community in Tamil
Nadu. He joined the Forward Bloc led by Subhash Chandra Bose and was arrested
and jailed for anti-war propaganda. While in prison, Balan became a Communist
and, after his release, he threw himself vigorously into party work. He had married
an Anglo-Indian girl when he was only 19, but he obtained a divorce in order
to be free to carry on party work.
Balan contributed short stories to Janasakthi and evinced keen interest in
art and letters. In the forties he strove mightily to build and safeguard the working
class movement and the Communist Party in Thirunelveli district. Arrested and
charged as the first accused in the so-called Thirunelveli Conspiracy Case,
comrade Balan was sentenced to life imprisonment on each of two separate
counts.
While he was underground, prior to his arrest, he had married Tulja Rani.
A few months later prison doors closed on him. Winning his release after ten
long years in jail, Balan strode into the political arena of Tamil Nadu as a
veritable lion, much to the terror of local charlatans. He was elected to parliament
from the Coimbatore constituency in 1971. On 30 May 1973 Balan was killed in
an air crash in Delhi. His passing was a great loss to the Communist Party of
India and to the youthful generation in Tamil Nadu.
R.K. Kannan, a Marxist scholar, came to the party from Annamalai University.
He was a member of the provincial committee of the Communist Party in 1947
and was also an editor of Janasakthi. He had considerable interest in arts and
letters and possessed creative skills. He translated into Tamil a number of valuable
Marxist works. He was one of those who went underground during the repression
of 1948. Because of differences with the party leadership he could not discharge
with noteworthy distinction any party tasks over a period of several years.
During those days he busied himself with his translation work and did not leave
the party. He married when he was past 50 years of age and is presently in Moscow
working as a translator. ,/